The Pacifican December 8, 2016 by University of the Pacific
University of the Pacific 
Scholarly Commons 
The Pacifican University of the Pacific Publications 
12-8-2016 
The Pacifican December 8, 2016 
University of the Pacific 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/pacifican 
Recommended Citation 
University of the Pacific, "The Pacifican December 8, 2016" (2016). The Pacifican. 67. 
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/pacifican/67 
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the University of the Pacific Publications at Scholarly 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Pacifican by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. 
For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu. 


















 Last Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30, Pacifi c hosted the 
“Know Impartiality Know Jus-
tice” Event in the Grace Covell 
Lounge. The Event was put 
on by Pacifi c’s Legal Scholars 
program. The event focused on 
the issues of judicial impartial-
ity/independents,judge recall 
and the scrutiny surrounding 
the controversial Brock Turner 
Stanford rape case. The speak-
ers included three judges and 
one legal professor. Speakers 
were current California Su-
preme Court Justice and Viet-
nam War veteran Justice Ming 
Chin, Chief District Judge for 
the US District Court for the 
Eastern District of California 
and Pacifi c Alum Judge Morri-
son England, former Superior 
Court and Court of Appeals 
judge and graduate of Pacifi c’s 
McGeorge School of Law Judge 
Arthur Scotland and current 
distinguished professor and 
Scholar at McGeorge School of 
Law Dr. Mike Vitiello. 
 The event was attended 
by members of Pacifi c’s Le-
gal Scholars pre-law honors 
program, numerous current 
and retired judges, lawyers 
and legal professors from 
Stockton and the surround-
ing community, as well as 
Pacifi c Hosts Nov. 30  Impartiality & Justice Panel
interested students. 
 The main theme of the talk 
surrounded the issue of judge 
recall and its renewed preva-
lence given the controversial 
Brock Turner decision. Judge 
recall is a process by which 
a sitting state judge may be 
removed from their position 
by a vote. Normally, the recall 
would only be used when that 
judge does not abide by the du-
ties of their position. However, 
a movement on social media 
has been gathering that seeks 
to recall the judge who handed 
down the decision in the case, 
due to a public perception that 
the decision was too lenient, 
and an example of white male 
privilege.
 Judge Aaron Persky, a judge 
that Dr. Vitiello and the sitting 
judges noted was “known for 
being fair but tough on crime”, 
convicted Brock Turner on 
three counts of felony sexual 
assault. The controversy began 
when the prosecutors dropped 
the charges of rape and Judge 
Persky did not convict Turner 
with rape as his actions did not 
fi t the California statute defi -
nition of rape. A Stanford pro-
fessor, and family friend of the 
victim, began a movement on 
social media calling for Judge 
Persky’s recall. 
 The issue highlighted by 
the speakers was that the recall 
movement was in response to a 
verdict being perceived as too 
lenient, not an illegal action 
taken by the judge. Justice 
Chin highlighted the problem 
with this by pointing out that 
“the judiciary is meant to be 
independent of both the gov-
ernment and the people. We 
can’t let people recall judges 
because they don’t like a de-
cision. If you aren’t ready to 
make diffi  cult decisions, then 
you should fi nd another line of 
work. Asking for a recall in this 
situation is like mob justice.”
 Judge England pointed 
out that a similar movement 
in North Dakota nearly led to 
the passage of a law that would 
have made it possible for a jury 
of 12 citizens to jail a judge if 
they did not agree with the de-
cision of that judge. 
 Dr. Vitiello highlighted the 
role social media in particular 
played in the response to the 
Brock Turner Case. “When I 
fi rst read headlines about the 
Turner case the fi rst things I 
Continued on Page 2
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On November 11, the 
ASUOP Senate moved to 
introduce Senate Resolution 
16-17: 03 A Resolution to 
Reaffirm our Principles in 
Light of Recent Events. The 
resolution focused on a 
addressing rhetoric stemmed 
from the recent Presidential 
elections. Its aim was to 
reinforce the Associated 
Students position in letting the 
campus know it will “remain a 
place of inclusion, diversity, 
and educational opportunity.” 
Resolution author Grant 
Kirkpatrick, ‘19, Senator of 
Interfaith, says,”The intent 
of this resolution was to let 
every community on our 
campus know that our efforts 
to provide the best possible 
service to students, regardless 
of their ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, age, immigration 
status, etc., will be remain 
unaffected by the national 
news.”
To be very clear, this 
resolution is not a response to 
who was elected on November 
8th (The ASUOP does not 
endorse any candidate, as 
that would be inappropriate), 
but rather a response to the 
demonstrations taking place 
on our campus and across the 
country. Clearly, we live in a 
time of extreme divisiveness, 
and it is my intention to 
create forums where we 
can attempt to mend those 
divides through the ASuop. 
An example of this would be 
the Real Talk event we hosted 
with RHA (Residence Hall 
Association), which allowed 
students to air their feelings 
towards the election in a safe 
environment.“
“While I was not at the 
protest on campus, I heard 
ASUOP Government Senator Grant Kirkpatrick 
Talks Recent Inclusion Resolution
some very positive reviews of 
President Eibeck’s remarks, 
and I’m glad to hear she 
also remains committed 
to inclusion. It’s my great 
hope, as a political scientist 
and fellow student, that my 
colleagues understand that 
most of the rules they follow 
in their day-to-day lives are 
created at the local and state 
level, rather than the federal. 
While the national news may 
or may not be concerning 
to many, the fact remains 
that if students seek to be 
agents of change they ought 
to focus on the lower levels 
of government. Our student 
government, for example, 
could desperately use an 
increase in participation 
among the students. There is 
no complicated bureaucracy 
when it comes to the ASuop, 
we can just get things done.”
ASUOP President Wyatt 
Bacon says, “Specifically, I 
agreed with the sentiment 
that as a student government 
we are responsible to help 
create open communication 
and dialogue among our 
constituents especially during 
a time of division within our 
nation.”
Kirkpatrick hopes that 
students can revitalize 
the importance of local 
government and encourages 
student participation in 
politics. 
thought were: white privi-
lege, male privilege and patri-
archy.” He as well as the other 
speakers pointed out how 
snippets of the case posted 
on social media were often 
misunderstood, misinterpret-
ed or outright false, and how 
that would affect the beliefs 
of the layperson following 
the case. 
 “I’ve had cases before me 
that when I left the courtroom 
and read media reports of the 
case I was thinking ‘what case 
were these reporters watch-
ing? This is not even close 
to what I just heard!’” said 
Justice Chin, regarding media 
reporting on court cases.
 All the speakers pointed 
out that Judge Persky is well 
respected by both prosecutors 
and defense attorneys, that 
he merely gave the conviction 
recommended by the pro-
bation report and the victim 
herself, and that he chose to 
forego a rape conviction be-
cause the act did not meet the 
California statutory definition 
of rape. 
 The speakers closed by 
warning against the misuse of 
judge recall and the slippery 
slope that would lead to mob 
justice. They emphasized that 
the independence of the judi-
ciary, the expertise that only 
legal authorities have that lay 
people lack, and the commit-
ment to enforcing the law as 
written are the cornerstones 
of the American judicial sys-
tem. Justice Chin contrasted 
our judicial system to the judi-
cial systems of countries like 
China where the judiciary is 
not independent. He pointed 
out how Lady Justice is blind-
folded not just to the individ-
uals involved with the case, 
but to everyone including the 
laypeople.
Judicial Panel Continued
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University of the Pacifi c’s 
Model United Nations (MUN) 
team, recently traveled to 
Seattle Washington for the 
Northwest Model United 
Nations Conference from 
November 18-20. The Pacifi c 
MUN team joined schools from 
California to Washington to 
Canada to simulate diff erent 
committees in the United 
Nations (UN) including the 
General Assembly (GA), 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the Peacebuilding 
Commission (PBC) where 
each student would represent 
a member state of the UN, 
speak on behalf of their 
member state, build coalitions 
with other member states and 
draft resolutions to address 
the topics that were addressed 
in the committees. 
 For fi ve out of the seven 
members of the team, 
this was their fi rst MUN 
conference. The two head 
delegates, Shani Boyd, ‘17, 
and Erica Feasal, ‘19, both 
International Relations, are 
both represented Ukraine 
in the Security Council and 
Reformed Security Council 
respectively. Brandon 
Chan, ‘17 Accounting, and 
Ashley Lyn Judilla, ‘20 
International Relations, 
represented Ukraine and 
the Bahamas in the World 
Health Organization. 
Samantha Johnston, ‘20 
International Relations, 
represented Ukraine in 
the World Humanitarian 
Summit, Asef Majidi, ‘20 
Business Administration, and 
Austin Erck, ‘20 Computer 
Engineering, represented 
Ukraine and the Bahamas 
in the General Assembly 
respectively. 
 The Pacifi c MUN team 
had fi ve members represent 
Ukraine in the GA, WHO, 
Security Council, Reform 
Security Council and World 
Humanitarian Summit and 
two members represent 
the Bahamas in the GA and 
WHO. All fi ve committees 
from which the Pacifi c MUN 
team took part  succeeded in 
passing resolutions on topics 
ranging from climate change 
impact on world health to 
how to handle Sunni Islamic 
fundamentalist sect Boko 
Haram in Central Africa.  
 The Pacifi c MUN team’s 
next conference will be 
the Harvard World Model 
United Nations in Montréal, 
Canada from March 13th 
to March 17th. The next 
conference is even larger 
than the Northwest Model 
United Nations with over 115 
countries participating in the 
collegiate MUN conference.
Shani Boyd, ‘17, International 
Relations, represents Ukraine in the 
Security Council.
PC: NORTHWEST MODEL UNITED NATIONS
Pacifi c’s UN Team Attends Seattle Regional Conference
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Professor Scott Evans 
offered a unique perspective 
to students of his Friday 
morning PACS 01 “What is a 
Good Society?” class as author 
Richard Rios attended to 
narrate his works and answer 
questions on the collection 
of stories titled Songs of the 
Barrio: Coming of Age in 
Modesto, CA. Stories and 
Poems. Friday morning Pacific 
Seminar is held in an atypical 
fashion; situated in the dining 
hall of the UC DeRosa Center 
with the lively bustle and 
conversations of students 
grabbing a bite before first 
classes. Evan’s students have 
the luxury to dine while 
reading from scholarly works 
and having dialogue in a 
different setting from the 
classroom. 
  The collection of stories 
found in Songs of the Barrio 
covered a range of personal 
experiences shared by Rios 
while growing up in Modesto 
through the 1940’s, 1950’s, 
and 1960’s. As the youngest 
child to a large Mexican 
migrant family, Rios faced 
many unique experiences and 
shares them in a blunt and 
humorous way. As with his 
writing style, Rios talked in 
the humorous, story-telling 
style which makes his book 
seem a true reflection of 
himself. 
Professor Scott Evans says 
he had the opportunity to meet 
Rios while holding meetings 
of the San Joaquin Chapter of 
the California Writers’ Club to 
which Evans is the President. 
The group invites guest 
authors to speak and is open 
to any writers. Meetings are 
held on the second Saturday 
of each month at 12:30pm 
in Community Room at the 
University’s library. 
Rios advised the students 
to write with their own flair 
and style, finding what makes 
writing enjoyable for them. 
He says that while he had no 
aspirations early on to attend 
college, he later found funding 
and scholarships to attend 
and made it as the first of his 
family to complete a university 
education. Rios loves laughter 
and enjoys being able to make 
fun of himself and his stories. 
He says of writing, “As an 
author, the ultimate goal is 
to hear the thoughts on my 
book, the stories; which was 
their favorite. I wanted it to be 
an accessible book, so small 
chapters of 1-3 pages were 
small books in themselves.” 
Rios jokes, “The next step is 
a Hollywood movie. I would 
like actor Benicio Del Toro to 
play my character.”
Pacific student Eileen Rad, 
‘19, Biochemistry, shares, 
“It was a great experience to 
listen to Richard Rios read 
his stories out loud and tell us 
what emotions he felt while 
writing them. I have never met 
an author in person, so it was 
a great encounter.” Rad says 
that the meeting has inspired 
Local Author Rios Visits, Shares Stories With Pacific
Students Volunteer During Alternative Spring Break
her to make her audience feel 
more emotions like humor in 
her own writing style.”
Rios read excerpts including 
The Term Paper, a story of 
his composing and writing 
a research paper “Mexico’s 
Three Great Ones” and his 
start to his lifelong passion of 
Mexican art and culture. He 
would draw inspiration from 
the essay to later teach thirty-
three years at Delta College 
as an English teacher and on 
Chicanx culture. He studied 
art at the College of Arts in 
Oakland, earning a Master’s 
Degree in 1962. In 1985, he 
received a Master’s Degree 
in English at California State 
University, Turlock.  Rios is 
recognized as both a Stockton 
Mexican-American Hall of 
Fame inductee and Stockton 
Top Artist Award recipient.
Songs of the Barrio : Coming 
of Age in Modesto, CA. Stories 
and Poems by Richard Rios is 





 Pacific Religious Life will 
be hosting an Alternative 
Spring Break for those wish-
ing to serve over the course 
of the school break. Last year, 
members of the Religious 
Life Alternative Spring Break 
traveled to Portland, Oregon’s 
Dignity Village, a tiny home 
village for the transitional 
homeless to help bring those 
in need back on  their feet. 
With the help of the Sierra 
Service Program, students 
were set up with lodging and 
events during the course of 
their stay. Volunteer students 
spent a few days finishing 
work and supporting dem-
olition efforts to renovate a 
Dignity Village tiny home 
from 2004. Dignity Village, 
as its name implies, provides 
self-respect while incorporat-
ing elements of citizenship 
and cooperation. Homeless 
applicants can learn trade 
skills like carpentry, as well as 
being a  contributing part of 
the shelter.
 Students also worked 
with the Oregon Food Bank, 
a statewide distribution net-
work of 21 food banks and 
970 partnered organizations. 
Volunteers sorted and collect-
ed spoiled or unsold food to 
give to those in need. Over fif-
teen million lbs are salvaged 
for sorting and delivering to 
food banks around the state.
  A third project involved 
Pacific students working with 
packaging a water pasteuriza-
tion indicator. The device of-
fers a solution of having a wax 
filler melt to show minimum 
safe heating levels means this 
standard would save critical 
firewood and energy for those 
needing safe drinking water. 
Indicator created as a cheap 
alternative to prevent waste 
for homeless creating drink-
ing water. 
Laura Steed says, “It would 
be cool to have a tiny home 
village here in Stockton. 
Dignity Village has a system 
where bunk beds and units 
work like dormitories. One 
of the key features of the tiny 
homes are that each unit gives 
a person the crucial mailing 
and physical  address sought 
by employers.”
 Pacific student Deyanire 
Del Toro shared her experi-
ences in a reflection, “Service 
has always been a part of who 
I am and I truly enjoy giving 
back to my community and 
those in need. However, I 
never realized how much fun 
service could be when doing it 
with others that value service 
as much as I do. Addition-
ally, being able to talk with 
my group about what makes 
them who they are, what 
incentivizes them to work 
harder, and why they have a 
strong commitment to service 
was a great eye-opening ex-
perience. To realize that there 
are others with similar experi-
ences as myself, made me feel 
like I was a part of something 
larger...”
 Students interested in 
Alternative Spring Break can 
contact Laura Steed at reli-
giouslife@pacific.edu. 
The Pacifican | 5 News
ARREST   
DAVE BRUBECK  
11/28/16
Offi  cers made contact with a 
subject in the alleyway at 2:51 
AM who was in possession of 
drug paraphernalia. He was 
arrested and booked.
THEFT   
FAYE SPANOS CONCERT 
HALL 11/28/16
Victim reported the theft 
of a saxophone from the 
instrument storage facility. 
No force was used to gain 
entry.
ARREST
PARKING LOT #7 
11/29/16
Staff  member reports three 
individuals were smoking 
marijuana in their vehicle as 
she walked by. Offi  cers made 
contact with the subjects who 
were cited out for possession 
of marijuana and revoked 
from campus.
ARREST   
BROOKSIDE RD.  
11/30/16
Offi  cers stopped a vehicle at 
8:41 AM after it was observed 
driving down the street 
with fl at tires. Upon making 
contact with the driver, 
they discovered the driver 
was under the infl uence of 
alcohol. He was arrested 
and turned over to CHP for 
processing. 
THEFT/ARREST  
MARCH LN.   
11/30/16
Subject was observed stealing 
a bicycle. Offi  cers located the 
suspect at March Ln, West 
of Pershing where he was 
stopped and arrested. The 
bicycle was returned to the 
owner.
VANDALISM  
DAVE BRUBECK  
11/30/16
Vehicle owner reports 
someone punched holes in 
two of her tires. Offi  cers have 
video of the responsible and 
are investigating the matter.
ARREST   
ALPINE & BONNIE  
12/02/16
Offi  cers observed a subject 
with outstanding warrants. 
He was arrested and cited 
with a new court date.
WELFARE CHECK  
OFF CAMPUS   
12/02/16
Offi  cers checked on the 
welfare of an individual at 
the request of a staff  member. 
Subject was contacted and 
found to be in good spirits.
ANNOYING PHONE CALLS 
SOUTHWEST HALL  
w12/02/16
Reporting party wanted to 
speak to an offi  cer regarding 
ongoing phone harassment by 
someone they were familiar 
with. A report was fi led.
ARREST   
PACIFIC & FULTON  
12/03/16
Offi  cers observed a subject 
with two outstanding 
warrants. He was  also found 
in possession of narcotics. He 
was arrested and booked into 
the county jail.
ARREST   
PACIFIC AVE.   
12/03/16
Offi  cers stopped a vehicle for 
traffi  c violations and offi  cers 
learned he was under the 
infl uence.alcohol. He was 




Last days to ship with FexEx Express/Ground/Home Delivery before Christmas:
FedEx First Overnight, FedEx Priority Overnight, FedEx 2Day: December 24th
There will be a $16 Saturday delivery fee per package.
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In Memory: Professor Keisuke “Jimmy” Juge 
Thursday, December 8, 2016
Jeremy Gottschalk
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On Sunday, November 20, 
a memorial event was held 
at University of the Pacifi c’s 
Morris Chapel to celebrate 
the life of late Associate 
Professor Keisuke “Jimmy” 
Juge. Physics Department 
Chair and friend, Dr. Kieran 
Holland, spoke with Pacifi can 
about his eulogy to a friend 
and colleague. 
Dr. Holland remembers when 
Keisuke Juge, known as 
‘Jimmy’ to everyone, began 
working as an associate 
professor in 2007 for the 
University of the Pacifi c 
Physics Department. Being 
raised in Canada, Japan, and 
the U.S. he had obtained, at 
some point, citizenship in all 
three countries. After earning 
his Bachelor’s of Science in 
Physics from the University 
of Toronto in 1993, he moved 
to San Diego where he earned 
his Master’s and then PhD in 
Theoretical Particle Physics at 
UCSD in 1998. He would work 
for Fermi National Laboratory 
near Chicago, University of 
Bern in Switzerland, Trinity 
College Dublin, and Carnegie 
Mellon University. Eventually, 
he made it “all the way west” 
to Pacifi c as a faculty member, 
as Professor James Hetrick 
was building a computational 
physics group.
Dr. Holland notes, “ Jimmy 
was a very successful scientist 
and co-authored 67 written 
articles. Six of those had a 
very large impact, given the 
later articles that cite them. 
An average citation count 
for works in physics is three; 
Jimmy had two of his papers 
cited more than 200 times 
in academic literature – real 
home runs, in a scientifi c 
sense.” One such work was 
Juge’s 2003 Fine Structure of 
the QCD String Spectrum to 
which he was fi rst author.
 Holland continued, “Jimmy 
was also an accomplished 
sportsman in martial arts, 
including Kendo, at the black 
belt level, and descended 
from a family line of Japanese 
samurai going back a 
thousand years. He was a 
sharp dresser and a quiet 
person. He was an excellent 
colleague and, better yet, a 
great friend. Former students 
could tell you, Jimmy didn’t 
make a lot of noise, but he left 
a deep impact. He designed a 
double compound pendulum 
experiment to show chaotic 
behavior and bet students 
$100 if they could control it 
for 30 seconds. Jimmy never 
had to pay out on that bet.”
Juge was on a year-long 
sabbatical to Japan in 2014 
when he was suddenly 
diagnosed with a very serious 
illness. Jimmy returned to the 
US  and spent his remaining 
time near San Diego while 
he underwent treatment. 
Holland says, “We heard from 
him about his battle with 
illness and were truly amazed 
that he fought back against 
very diffi  cult odds time 
and again. Jimmy’s doctors 
told him ‘whatever you’re 
doing, keep doing it’. Sadly, 
he couldn’t keep doing it 
forever.” Jimmy passed away, 
surrounded by his family, on 
June 30. He was 45 years old. 
PC: PACIFIC COMMUNICATIONS
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Xavier Mountain ‘17 Hosts Scholarship Benefit Dinner
Ashley Pham
Lifestyles Editor
Xavier Mountain, ‘17, 
Sociology, is not your typical 
Pacific senior. On November 
5th, Mountain hosted the 
4th Annual Great Chef 
Dinner, collaborating with 
the Mary Graham Children’s 
Foundation at the Oak 
Farm Vineyard in Lodi, CA. 
Mountain, a scholarship 
recipient himself, wanted 
to show his appreciation for 
the support he has received 
toward his college aspirations. 
The event raised money for 
the Mary Graham Children’s 
Shelter to allocate toward 
multiple facets of higher 
learning: events for foster 
youth pursuing college 
education or enrollment in 
a trade school, scholarships, 
funds for in-school trips or 
extracurricular activities, 
and beyond living necessities 
for foster youth living in the 
shelter.
To give back, Mountain 
donated his own art pieces 
for the foundation to auction 
off, created the event’s paddle 
logo, and helped create the 
event pamphlet. He worked 
closely with the foundation for 
nearly a year, understanding 
it necessary because all funds 
go to scholarship money for 
foster youth who plan on 
pursuing a higher education. 
In the past, his art has raised 
from $1,100 to $2,500.
This event, in particular, 
raised over $75,000. 
Mountain helped contribute 
to over one million dollars 
through the Mary Graham 
Children’s Foundation, which 
has provided to recipients in 
donations over the past few 
years. With over 250 donors 
in attendance, Mountain 
mentioned one person in 
particular: Council Member 
Susan Lenz of Iacopi, who he 
credits as not only one of the 
biggest donors, but also as a 
strong supporter of Mountain 
since high school, awarding 
him his first scholarship.
More honorable mentions 
should be respectively given 
to University of the Pacific 
which helped by purchasing 
six tickets to the event and 
being there to support the 
cause. Specifically, Mountain 
recognizes Senior Associate 
Vice President of Student Life, 
Steve Jacobson.  
Mountain says of Jacobson 
that “he has always made it his 
duty to come up to me during 
these events to encourage and 
reassure that my efforts to 
help the community are not 
being left unnoticed.” 
Definitely one of Pacific’s 
strengths, faculty and staff 
show much support to our 
community causes. Mountain 
expressed that the most 
rewarding part of the event 
was being able to serve the 
donors whom, time and time 
again, support the foundation. 
Mountain especially thanked 
the Mary Graham Children 
Foundation for providing “the 
most exceptional experiences 
for their program recipients 
that go beyond anything 
they could ever imagine 
growing up.” The foundation 
is especially great, because 
“they allow foster youth who 
have successfully transitioned 
from foster care, such as 
me, to speak at events about 
my experiences and success 
in order to motivate other 
youth in the system. These 
events foster (pun intended) 
interest and opportunities for 
myself and the other youth 
to meet members of our local 
community that we otherwise 
would never be involved with.”
 Furthermore, Xavier has 
started a GoFundMe page 
for his project “Honing in 
on Homelessness,” where 
he will become homeless to 
bring awareness to this large 
population of Stockton for 
three hundred and sixty hours. 
After multiple occasions of 
serving his community and 
the homeless, Xavier is taking 
on this noble task to fight one 
of largest problems facing 
Stockton. His end goal is 
to produce a field research 
documentary to share the 
stories of homelessness as 
well as find attainable means 
to overcome it. “Let’s be the 
catalyst for change we want to 
see in our city.” You can read 
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Top: Oak Farm Vineyards hosted the Mary Graham Children’s Foundation 
dinner. Bottom: Xavier Mountain ‘17 with Council Member Susan Lenz.
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Two Pacific students will 
have a little boost in financial 
help thanks to scholarships 
they have been awarded 
to study abroad.  Celeena 
Joseph, ‘17, Psychology, and 
Samantha Galvan, ‘18, will be 
studying in different countries 
in Europe for Spring 2017. 
Celeena Joseph was 
awarded a Council on 
International Educational 
Exchange (CIEE)  Open 
Campus Grant to help with 
her expenses to study abroad 
at CIEE’s Global Institute in 
Berlin, Germany, during the 
Spring 2017 semester. Joseph 
says, “I’m very excited that 
CIEE was able to offer me a 
grant that fully covers my 
housing while abroad. It is 
very generous of them do so 
and will allow me to travel 
more while I am abroad.” 
Samantha Galvan, ‘18, 
Psychology, was awarded a 
$2,500 International Student 
Exchange Program Founders’ 
Fellowship scholarship to 
help with her expenses to 
study abroad at the American 
University of Bulgaria for 
Spring 2017. “I feel honored 
to have (received the 
scholarship). The scholarship 
recognizes two leaders who 
are committed to giving back 
to the community. Giving 
back and helping others in 
any way that I can has always 
been very important to me. 
Although I always feel that 
giving back would give me the 
chance to make a difference 
in others, the people that I 
give to end up always making 
more of a difference in my 
life.”
 Congratulations to both 
of these scholarship winners 
and good luck through Spring 
2017 during your study 
abroad. 
Two Pacific Students Receive 
Study Abroad Scholarships




 This year’s third annual 
M.E.Ch.A. de Pacific Posada 
was held on Friday, December 
2, at the University Center 
Ballroom. This free event 
boasted record-breaking 
crowds as over 300 people 
attended this festive cele-
bration. Participants were 
provided food, entertainment 
and a silent auction as all part 
of a community outreach and 
focus on preserving Latinx 
tradition. 
   Community involvement 
was present as families, 
guests, and friends enjoyed 
the night. Local support 
contributed to the majority 
of the food and prize raffles 
with sponsorships coming 
from Carolina Taqueria, Tepa 
Taqueria, De Vinci’s Delica-
tessen & Catering, Hilda’s 
Mexican Food, Empresso Cof-
feehouse, Costco and many 
more.  
 Raymond Quesada, ‘19, 
Biochemistry, and President 
of M.E.Ch.A. says, “We are just 
really happy to see an event 
open to the community. We 
love to show we have Latinx 
students at University of the 
Pacific still incorporating tra-
ditional family values. Posada 
is normally a culturally Latinx 
tradition, so even as genera-
tions come to Pacific we are 
honoring our ancestors. It 
gives other students a chance 
to connect with M.E.Ch.A. 
students as well. 
With roots in Catholicism, 
part of the Posada included 
the reenactment of Virgin 
Mary and Joseph asking for 
shelter in Bethlehem. A series 
of songs were spoken, inside 
and outside of the house rep-
resented by creative poster 
signs. M.E.Ch.A. students 
arrived asking for shelter. As 
part of the ceremony, there 
were two doors where they 
could not enter, a third door 
which allowed entrance and 
offered shelter to the biblical 
couple. 
 Treasurer Jasmin Aquino, 
‘17, Accounting, has attended 
and helped with the planning 
of all three Posadas. She says 
she has seen a great increase 
in participation and decora-
tions. “Everything is getting 
better. We have a stage and 
are very thankful for the 
donations given to making 
this bigger, and for including 
more of our community. We 
want this event to help bring 
people closer. 
 Raffle prizes were donated 
with Avon beauty products, 
restaurant and store gift cards. 
Hilda’s restaurant sought to 
match a two hundred dollar 
purchase of alguinaldo, the 
small bag of confections pre-
sented to guests at each table. 
Donations made to M.E.Ch.A. 
de Pacific will be used for the 
regional conference and other 
activities.
PC: M.E.CH.A.
Left: Samantha Galvan ‘18, Psychology Major, will be heading to Bulgaria in 
Spring 2017.
Right: Celeena Joseph ‘17, Psychology Major, will be heading to Berlin, 
Germany in Spring 2017.
PC: UNKNOWN
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Mikayla Shanafelt ‘17 Searches the “Web”
Ashley Pham
Lifestyles Editor
Mikayla Shanafelt is 
probably the closest person to 
Spider-Man at University of 
the Pacific. We say this because 
she is in her second year of 
research, under department 
chair Craig Vierra. The basic 
idea of their research is how 
protein structure determines 
its function. To do so, they 
are dissecting and examining 
black widows to look at 
glands, examining how the 
secondary structures fold, 
and how the spiders spin silk. 
The ultimate goal of the 
research is to be able to 
synthetically reproduce 
dragline silk, which Mikayla 
described as the string that 
spiders hang straight down 
from, because this specific type 
of silk is 5x stronger than steel 
and 3x stronger than Kevlar, 
the material to make bullet 
proof vests. Furthermore, 
they found that this type of 
silk is both biodegradable and 
biocompatible, meaning that 
it can be introduced to the 
human body without having 
a response, which makes it 
a great candidate for wound 
binding.
“I love being in lab” is not 
what one typically hears 
from students, but Mikayla 
really does and described 
the Biology building as her 
second home. Currently in 
her third year, she will be 
graduating this upcoming 
May after participating in 
research, being a Resident 
Assistant, as well as a building 
manager at the front desk 
of the University Center. 
After graduating, she plans 
on staying in research and 
attaining a phD in Molecular 
Biology. Well wishes to 
Mikayla and to her research!
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Winter break is just around the corner and it’s the perfect time to catch some flicks at the theaters. These are some of the movies that you should totally check out.
Movies We Are Waiting to see This Holiday Season: 
From “Star Wars: Rogue One” to “Hidden Figures” 
“Jackie” (Release: Dec. 2)
Genre: Drama
Rating: R
 “Jackie” stars Natalie Portman as Jacqueline 
Kennedy and the moment I heard her in the 
trailer, I was awed by Portman’s ability to 
impersonate Jacqueline Kennedy’s voice. The 
trailer emphasizes the psychological aspects 
of Kennedy’s life after the assassination of her 
husband, President John F. Kennedy, as not only 
the music, but also Kennedy’s requests continue 
to escalate as she asks to make her husband’s 
funeral and memorial more grander. Exploring 
the mind of such an iconic first lady and the 
trauma that she experiences after her husband’s 
death, “Jackie” takes a different perspective 
after one of the most shocking events in recent 
history. 
“LA LA LAND” (Wide Release: Dec 16)
Genre: Comedy, Drama, Musical
Rating: PG-13
 A musical about the romance and dreams 
of an aspiring actress (Emma Stone) and a 
dedicated jazz musician (Ryan Gosling) hits 
theaters this December. Many of us would think 
that this is just going to be a box office bomb of 
yet another holiday movie. 
 However, “La La Land” has been receiving 
a ton of Oscar buzz for Best Picture with many 
critics praising the film after its premiere in the 
Venice Film Festival and several screenings in 
other festivals such as the Toronto International 
Film Festival. The sweet and seemingly 
whimsical musical looks like a throwback to 
films like “Singin’ In The Rain.” 
console to many gamers, the fact remains that 
Smash Bros is one of the best, and easiest, 
games to learn and play with friends. If you or 
anyone you know has a WiiU and does not own 
this game then this is a must buy, especially 
on sale. 
“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story” (Release: 
Dec. 16)
Genre: Action & Adventure, Science Fiction & 
Fantasy
Rating: PG-13
 After the success of “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens,” dedicated and new fans have been 
craving more of the updated Star Wars saga. 
The first of the Star Wars standalone films, 
“Rogue One” takes place between “Revenge of 
the Sith” and “A New Hope.” The story revolves 
around a group of resistance fighters who come 
together to steal the plans of the Death Star. 
 The trailer, with its beautiful shots of the 
world many of us have grown to love, the 
diverse cast was a pleasant surprise. Because 
of its placement in the timeline, I know many 
people will look forward to the many obvious 
and subtle references towards the rest of the 
franchise while also giving us a glimpse of 
another part of the Star Wars lore.
“Moana” (Release: Nov. 23)
Genre: Action & Adventure, Animation, Kids & 
Family
 “Moana” is yet, another successful, 
feel-good Disney film that both critics and 
audiences are raving about and those praises 
are well-deserved. After five years of research 
on Polynesian culture, animation and music 
production, “Moana” has been killing it at 
the box-office. The lead, a charismatic and 
adventurous teenager named Moana (voiced 
by Auli’i Cravalho) meets the demigod, Maui 
(voiced by Dwayne Johnson) in a mission to save 
her people. If you haven’t watch it yet, what are 
you waiting for? Get prepared for a beautifully 
animated film with a catchy soundtrack. 
This holiday season, catch up on the latest 
Disney flick! 
“Hidden Figures” (Release: Jan. 6)
Genre: Drama
Rating: PG
 “Hidden Figures” tells the untold story of 
the three black women behind the achievement 
that helped NASA catch up in the Space Race in 
the 1960s against the Soviet Union. Not only do 
we get the much needed POC (people of color) 
representation in Hollywood, but we also get 
another piece of sto Starring Taraji P. Henson 
(“Empire”) Octavia Spencer (“The Help”) and 
Janelle Monáe as these three brilliant women. 
Check out this film if you’re a history buff, love 
space or just want a nice touch of reality.
PC: DALE ROBINETTE
Sebastian (Ryan Gosling) and Mia (emma Stone) in LA LA LAND




While 2016 may have been a hellish year for many people, it certainly was not if you have been following the gaming scene. In case you are trying to figure out what to 
buy for someone, or yourself this Christmas, here is a list of great games to buy while sales are happening this holiday season.
Best Video Games To Own For The Holiday Break 
Super Smash Bros: Nintendo WiiU
Price: $38.99, Rated: E. Genre: 2-D Fighting.
 While the WiiU may be considered a failed 
console to many gamers, the fact remains that 
Smash Bros is one of the best, and easiest, 
games to learn and play with friends. If you or 
anyone you know has a WiiU and does not own 
this game then this is a must buy, especially on 
sale. 
Dishonored 2: PS4, PC and Xbox One
Price: $59.99, Rated: M. Genre: Action-
Adventure.
 Publisher Bethesda designed Dishonored 2 
with the idea that players should be able to take 
as many paths as they want to accomplish the 
game’s missions. Released on November 11, this 
stealthy game is a great present for anyone.
Dark Souls III: PS4, PC and Xbox One
Price: $39.99, Rated: M.  
Genre: Action Role-Playing.
 Personally, Dark Souls is probably one of 
the greatest series out there, known for being 
one of the most difficult in modern gaming. 
Gameplay wise, one could think of this as 
similar to the 3D Zelda games, only with the 
difficulty jacked up to 11. In addition, other 
players around the world can occasionally drop 
into another’s game in either co-op or pvp, 
which gets very brutal. If you can stomach the 
fact that death is a certainty in Dark Souls III. 
However, you will be pleasantly surprised with 
the length and content available.
Watch Dogs 2: PS4, PC and Xbox One
Price: $69.99, Rated: M, Genre: Action-
Adventure.  
 Many gamers are aware of the general 
controversy and upset caused by the original 
Watch Dogs. This time, Ubisoft have stepped 
up to rectify their mistakes from the previous 
and provide a sequel that is a much better game 
overall. 
Pokémon Sun/Moon: Nintendo 3DS
Price: $39.99, Rated: E, Genre: Role-Playing.
 If you found yourself tired of the mobile app 
Pokémon Go that came out earlier this year, this 
game should provide a suitable replacement. 
New additions to the Pokémon roster, in fact 
tons of new stuff in general. It would not be 
wrong to say that this is possibly one of the best 
Pokémon games to date. 
Overwatch: PS4, PC and Xbox One
Price: $59.99, Rated: T.  
Genre: First-Person Shooter.
 Hint: If you do end up getting Overwatch, 
please make sure to stay on the objective, and 
to get behind Reinhardt’s shield. It gets really 
frustrating when the team loses because we all 
could have just sat behind my character’s shield. 
Also if the team does not have any healers, play 
a healer, everyone will appreciate it. This game 
offers a wide range of character roles and is the 
first first-person shooter from Blizzard, known 
for World of Warcraft and the Starcraft series.
XCOM 2: PC, PS4 and Xbox One
Price: $59.99, Rated: T. Genre: Turn-Based 
Strategy.
 XCOM 2 is hard, playing on any difficulty 
besides the easiest for the first time will probably 
end badly. However, strategy game enthusiasts 
will find this to be an awesome game, where 
careful planning will help to overcome scenarios 
where the odds are against the player.
PC: ANTON  PORSCHE
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The Pacific swim team 
continued its strong season 
with a great showing at 
the UNLV Invite over the 
weekend. The team broke six 
Pacific records on the way to a 
first place overall finish for the 
men, and a second place finish 
for the women. The women 
competed in a field of five 
teams, while the men took on 
three other opponents.
The first record to fall came 
on Thursday, when Mitchell 
Ongstad ‘17 lit the pool on fire 
with the ninth-fastest time in 
the 50 Freestyle in all of the 
NCAA this year, swimming a 
blazing 19.68.
The previous Pacific record 
was held by Olympic gold-
medalist Brad Schumacher, 
who swam for the Tigers from 
1992-1996.
Whitney Jorgensen ‘17 
also set a new school mark on 
Thursday, when she broke a 
record in the 200 Individual 
Medley that she herself 
actually set last season. 
Jorgensen swam the event in 
2:00.36.
Makoa Haneburg ‘19 
took down the next school 
record when the tournament 
resumed on Thursday. 
Like Jorgensen, Haneberg 
also broke his own record, 
finishing the 100 Backstroke 
with a time of 47.50 after 
setting the bar at 48.15 last 
year.
Also on Thursday was 
the school record-setting 
performance from the men’s 
200 Medley Relay team. 
Haneburg, Ongstad, Yahav 
Shahaf ‘20, and Stewart 
Harrison ‘18 combined to 
finish 1:26.27 in the event.
Jorgensen was back to 
breaking records on Saturday, 
when she finished with a 
time of 2:14.81 in the 200 
Breaststroke. A sixth program 
record fell when Vaiva 
Gimbutyte ‘16 swam a 49.53 
Tiger Swimmers Break Six Records, Dominate at UNLV
Zach Withrow
Sports Editor
The Pacific field hockey 
team continued to make 
news this week even after 
the Tigers’ fantastic season 
came to an end. After it 
was announced that a few 
different Tigers were awarded 
some distinguished honors, 
the University revealed that 
head coach Andy Smith has 
signed a five-year contract 
extension to remain with 
Pacific through 2021. 
The first piece of good news 
involving the field hockey 
squad since the women fell 
to Stanford in the America 
East championship was that 
defender Savannah Burns 
Tigers Receive Honors, Coach Smith Signs Extension
‘18 and forward Kriekie van 
Wyk ‘19 were both named to 
the field hockey All-Region 
teams. The National Field 
Hockey Coaches Association 
awarded van Wyk a spot on 
the All-Region First Team, 
and Burns earned a spot on 
the All-Region Second Team 
for the second consecutive 
year. This was the first time in 
program history that multiple 
Tigers were recognized by the 
Coaches Association.
Burns picked up this season 
where she left off last year, 
scoring 41 points for the 
Tigers. She collected 14 goals 
and 13 assists, and is now the 
program’s all-time leader in 
assists. Burns also previously 
received All-Academic and 
All-Conference honors for this 
season.
Van Wyk, meanwhile, made 
sure everyone took notice of 
her first year at Pacific. The 
Pretoria, South Africa native 
was 4th in all of the NCAA in 
points (57), goals (22) this 
season, adding 13 assists. 
And when I say everyone 
took notice of van Wyk’s 
stellar season, I mean 
everyone. One week after 
being awarded All-Region 
honors, the sophomore was 
named a Synapse Sports 
Second Team All-American, 
becoming the eighth athlete 
in Pacific history to receive 
such an honor. She is also the 
second All-American selection 
from the field hockey team in 
two years, as Burns received 
the nod last year. Van Wyk 
adds the award to a collection 
of honors that include All-
Conference, All-Tournament, 
All-Rookie, All-Region, and 
the America East Offensive 
Player of the Year. 
Also receiving national 
recognition was midfielder 
Ash Rutherford ‘20, who was 
named All-Rookie by Synapse 
Sports. Rutherford introduced 
herself to the NCAA by 
recording a school-record 14 
assists in her freshman year. 
She also scored six goals and 
26 points.
Things could not have 
gotten a whole lot better for 
the program after so many 
Tigers received such high 
honors, but the good news 
kept rolling in for Pacific. 
The University undoubtedly 
ensured continued success 
for the program by signing 
the man who has led the 
team to two consecutive 
division championships to a 
five-year contract extension. 
Yes, that’s right, Coach Andy 
Smith will remain at Pacific 
for the foreseeable future. 
Considering the Tigers’ record 
has improved every year 
that Coach Smith has been 
at the helm, it’s safe to say 
the women will continue to 
contend for championships in 
the coming years. 
With a strong roster 
that includes multiple All-
American honorees and a 
great coach returning next 
year, you are not going to 
want to miss the Tigers’ 2017 
season.
Continued on page 12
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Women’s Basketball Roars With Win over Bakersfield 
Zach Withrow
Sports Editor
The Pacific women’s bas-
ketball team erased an early 
deficit to win handily against 
the CSU Bakersfield Roadrun-
ners on Sunday, picking up a 
91-61 victory at the Alex G. 
Spanos Center. Guard GeAn-
na Luaulu-Summers, ‘18, led 
the Tigers with 20 points and 
seven assists, and Desire Fin-
nie, ‘18, added 17 points and 
a game-high five rebounds.
The Tigers got off to a slow 
start and were down by as 
much as 11 points in the first 
quarter. Pacific did not get 
their first lead over the road-
runners until the 3:43 mark 
in the second quarter, after 
a free throw from Eli Lopez 
Sagrera ‘17 made it 29-28. 
Bakersfield tied the game at 
30 a minute later, but then 
the Tigers took off and never 
looked back. From that point 
on, the women outscored the 
Roadrunners 61-31, putting 
the game away in a dominant 
fashion.
Pacific really put the foot on 
the gas in the third quarter, 
when they outscored Bakers-
field 30-6. The opposition 
fared a little better offensively 
in the fourth, but they could 
not keep pace with the Tigers, 
who continued forcing turn-
overs and shooting lights-out. 
The Tigers held the Roadrun-
ners to a 36.4% shooting per-
centage for the game, while 
shooting 50.9% themselves. 
They also beat them on re-
bounds with the Roadrunners 
25-17 and were +8 in the 
turnover department. 
Along with Finnie’s and 
Luaulu-Summers’ standout 
performances, ten other 
Tigers scored in the game. 
Callie Owens, ‘20, provided a 
boost off the bench with nine 
points, four rebounds and two 
steals. Emily Simmons, ‘17, 
and Chelsea Lidy, ‘19, each 
added eight points, while 
Sagrera and Unique Coleman, 
‘17, each contributed seven 
points. Ameela Li, ‘19, record-
ed four points and six assists.
The Tigers improved to 
3-4 overall with the victory, 
while the Roadrunners fell to 
1-6. Pacific will next play in 
the Stockton Arena this Sat-
urday at 5 pm against Long 
Beach State.
in the 100 Freestyle.
Other highlights: in the 
400 Medley Relay, Haneberg, 
Harrison, Shahaf and Ongstad 
smoked the competition with 
a time of 3:12.33. The men 
also won the 400 Freestyle 
Relay with a time of 2:54.58 
from Miles
Mackenzie ‘18, Lane Goed-
hart ‘17, Shahaf and Ongstad. 
The Tigers also picked up wins 
in the men’s 800 Freestyle Re-
lay (Neil Franka ‘18, Georan 
Meendering ‘17, Curtis Klein 
‘17, and Mackenzie), and the 
200 Medley Relay (Shahaf, 
Harrison, and Ongstad).
Harrison had Pacific’s 
fastest time this season in 
the 100 Butterfly for the 
men, winning the event with 
a 48.29 finish. Mackenzie 
picked up a win in the 200 
Freestyle, finishing with a 
time of 1:36.68. Franka added 
a victory in the 200 Individual 
Medley at 1:48.08.
Kenna Ramey ‘18 won 
the 50 Freestyle and the 100 
Butterfly for the women, in 
both of which she had the 
fastest times of the season for 
the Tigers. The junior swam a 
22.91 in the 50 Freestyle and 
a 53.77 in the 100 Butterfly.
The men’s and women’s 
teams will now take a break 
for the holidays and resume 
competition in January. The 
men will have a meet on 
January 6 at Stanford, and 
both teams will swim at Cal 




Pictured: Desire Finnie, ‘18, at the free throw during Sunday’s game against CSU Bakersfield.
Pictured: Ameela Li, ‘19, goes for a lay up against two 
CSU Roadrunners.
